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Dear Families  

Welcome to our December Newsletter.  

What a very busy term we have had at Corpus Christi!  Christmas in a 

primary school is a very special time – our school has been filled with 

music, singing, prayers, parties, discos, concerts, nativity plays, 

pantomime, Christmas jumpers and Christmas crafts, but most of all 

smiles, happy voices and excited chatter from our wonderful children.  Thank you to all 

our parents and carers who attended our Christmas events.  

Our school will close for the holidays at normal time on Friday 19th December.  We will re-

open at normal time on Tuesday 6th January 

I would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of the whole staff team, to thank all our 

parents and families for their cards, presents and warm wishes, but most of all your 

ongoing support to our school and everything we do.   

We wish you all a joyous and peaceful Christmas and look forward to seeing everyone 

again in the new year.    

Warmest Wishes 

Mrs Maxwell and all the staff at Corpus Christi x  

Toys, Gifts and Treats… 

We would like to thank The Outreach Christmas Project 2025 from our parish communities who 
donated hampers of toiletries, treats, sweets and biscuits for our school.  We were able to distribute 
bags to 35 families.   

We would also like to thank Norah’s North Pole, Project Santa and Cash for Kids who donated toys 
to us.  We were able to provide Christmas gifts for 62 children throughout our school.   

Parent Survey 

Thank you to all the parents who completed this survey recently.  It is very helpful to listen to 
parents views about our school and how we can improve it.  I am currently reflecting on and 
collating the results and will produce a summary and action points, which will be shared with you in 
January.   
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Daily Reading  

We’d like to give a gentle nudge about our school policy of daily home reading—it really does make 
a huge difference!  

Research shows that when parents get involved in their child’s learning, it can lead to learning gains 
of up to three extra months over the course of a year. Regular reading for children is crucial 
for boosting cognitive skills, language development, imagination, and empathy, while also 
strengthening the parent-child bond and setting them up for lifelong academic success and deeper 
understanding of the world. It improves concentration, memory, critical thinking, and emotional 
intelligence, creating a foundation for better communication and problem-solving.  

Just ten minutes each day sharing a book, asking questions and enjoying stories together can open 
doors for your child’s progress and confidence.  

In all BWCET Trust schools, children complete termly assessments on their reading ‘fluency’ – testing 
their speed and accuracy.  If children become fluent readers during their primary years, they find it 
easier to access the secondary school curriculum.  Repeated reading of the same passage can have a 
big impact on reading fluency, so if your child wants to read the same page or story again, let 
them—it’s building speed, accuracy and confidence every time!  

Let’s make reading a top priority—it’s one of the simplest and most rewarding ways to support your 
child’s success. 

If you want some help or advice with this – don’t hesitate to speak to your class teacher.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Corpus Christi Catholic Primary 
 ‘LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE’… MATTHEW 5 

 
 

             Our school rules:  Be kind…Show Respect…Work Hard.  
 

 

 

 

PE Uniform 

We are introducing a whole school uniform for PE.  This will consist of a black hoodie (available with 
school logo), plain white t-shirt and black joggers with plain black trainers. This must be plain black 
without any brand names etc.   

These items can be purchased via the following link: 
https://theschooloutfit.co.uk/collections/corpus-christie-catholic-primary-school-gateshead   

It is £12.99 for the hoodie and £8.99 for the joggers.   

From September 2026, this PE uniform will be compulsory.  However, we are encouraging the 
gradual introduction of this throughout the spring and summer term.   

Thank you for your cooperation – I believe this will assist our children to continue to be very smartly 
presented, even on PE days.     

RE and Catholic Life 

Earlier this month, the following children from Corpus Christi School 

received the Sacrament of Reconciliation: Francis, Cillian, Maclare, 

Daisy, Alena, Samuel, Nicole and Seraphina from Y4; Nathan and Louisa 

from Y5, Samantha and Emmanuel from Y6.  We send them our 

congratulations and prayers.  They have now embarked on preparation 

for First Holy Communion and will receive the Sacrament of the 

Eucharist in the Summer.  They will also be joined by Darah from Y6.    

We send our ongoing prayers to them.   

Heavenly Father, 

We thank You for the gift of these children, preparing to receive Jesus in the Holy Eucharist 

for the first time. 

Fill their hearts with immense joy, deep peace, and an ever-growing love for Your Son, 

Jesus. 

Help them to truly understand and cherish this sacred moment, knowing that they will be 

receiving the Body and Blood of Christ. 

Amen 

 

 

https://theschooloutfit.co.uk/collections/corpus-christie-catholic-primary-school-gateshead
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The link below will take you to a Parent newsletter for Religious Education.   

https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/prayers-for-home/parent-newsletter/ 

The season of Advent began on Sunday 30 November; a time for preparing to welcome Jesus at 
Christmas and also get ready for when He comes again.  
 
As this year draws to a close, we are also in the last few weeks of the Church’s Jubilee Year, 
celebrating Jesus’ message of hope and encouraging us to live as Pilgrims of Hope. Our Advent 
resources continue this theme - as we prepare, live and celebrate the hope that Jesus brings. 

 
This newsletter shares some of the content children will experience in school throughout December, 
and suggests ways for you to engage with them about it. We hope it is a useful resource for your 
family prayer time.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 2025  
Christmas Eve:  
St. Peter’s: Carols at 4pm.  Mass at 4.30pm   
St Anne’s:  Carols at 6pm.  Mass at 6.30pm 
Corpus Christi:  Carols at 8.30pm  Mass at 9pm  
Christmas Day:  
St Peter’s:  Mass at 10.00am 

Pre Loved First Holy Communion 
Dresses 

Our Trust – Bishop Wilkinson - host a 
pop-up shop which offers First Holy 
Communion dresses to pupils at our 
schools free of charge.  

The shop will be open on 7 February 
from 10 a.m. and items can be taken 
on the day, to be returned in clean 
condition, after the celebration.  

To book an appointment, please email 
ethos@bwcet.com   

 

https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/prayers-for-home/parent-newsletter/
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A couple of points to note… 

Attendance at Children’s Events: We love to welcome parents into school and are thrilled that you 
can share in special moments during plays, concerts, assemblies etc. However, it is essential that you 
arrive 10-15 mins before the event begins, so we can get everyone seated before we start.  The 
children and staff work very hard to prepare for these events and we do not want them to be 
disrupted by people arriving late. As a result of this, parents will be unable to join an event after it 
has already started.  I do understand that this can be very disappointing and apologise for any upset 
that this causes.   

School Lunches: All parents have previously decided on a one-week pattern of lunches – whether 

that is a packed lunch or a school dinner.  It is not possible to accommodate children having a school 

lunch when it has not been booked or bring a packed lunch when they should be having a school 

lunch – this costs the school money for lunches cooked and not eaten.   

The system will only accept a ‘one-week pattern.’  You can contact the School Office if you wish to 

change your child’s pattern.  Thank you for your cooperation with this.   

Birthdays:  It is very kind that parents want to bring in sweets to share with classmates when their 

child has a birthday.  However, we can only accept a small packet of sweets, such as Haribo, to give 

out.  As there are allergies in school, we cannot accept home-made items, loose chocolates or 

biscuits, or tins of sweets to share.  We also do not accept party bags/toys - we do not have the 

staffing capacity to go through all of these things to check they are safe and/or age appropriate.   

Parents are welcome to share items at the school gates when children are with their parents.   
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY… 
December 2025 

Friday 19th December  Last day at school before Christmas Holidays.  

January 2026 

Children return to school on Tuesday 6th January 2026 
 

Thursday 8th January Rocksteady Assembly and 
Workshop 

Whole School  

Thursday 8th January Mass at Corpus Christi 
Church  

Y5/6 

Thursday 22nd 
January 

Mass at Corpus Christi 
Church  

Y3/4 

Wednesday 14th 
January   

Y4 – That History Bloke  
Romans Workshop 

Y4  

February 2026   

Thursday 5th 
February 

Mass at Corpus Christi 
Church  

Y1/2 

Wednesday 18th 
February  

Music Workshops (Gateshead 
Music service) 

Whole School  

Thursday 19th 
February 

Mass at Corpus Christi 
Church  

Y5/6 

March 2026   

Thursday 5th March  Mass at Corpus Christi 
Church  

Y3/4 

Thursday 19th March  Mass at Corpus Christi 
Church  

Y1/2 

Monday 30th March to 
Wednesday 1st April  

Y6 residential trip to 
Robinwood Activity Centre  

Y6  

   

April 2026    

Thursday 2nd April  Mass at Corpus Christi 
Church  

Y5/6 
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Please take a look in your class dojo app and our website to see photos of our children enjoying all 

our Christmas Events.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Years Nativity 


