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October Newsletter 2025

Dear Families

We will be celebrating our Harvest Mass in church on Thursday 23rd October at 10am.
Once again, we would appreciate donations for the Bensham Food Co-op.

Any products with a long shelf life would be greatly appreciated.

This could include:
¢ Tinned fruit and vegetables
e Sugar

e Flour

e Oil

® Soup

¢ Tea and coffee

¢ Hot chocolate

¢ Long life milk

¢ Pasta

® Wrapped biscuits
e Cereal

Donations can be brought in to school and placed in the boxes in the school entrance up

until the morning of Tuesday 21st October.

Thank you for your support! We look forward to seeing you at Mass — as always the
children’s singing is wonderful!

Warmest Wishes

Mrs Maxwell

Our school rules: Be kind...Show Respect...Work Hard.
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BOOK LOOK
Monday 13t" October (3.30 to 5.00pm)

This is an opportunity for parents of children from Y1 to Y6, to pop into school and have a
look at their children’s work. Teachers will also be available at this time to answer any
questions.

After half term and following our ‘Book Look’ session, Class Teachers will be in touch to
organise a time for a 1-1 ten-minute telephone call to discuss how children have settled into
their new classes and the progress they are making.

Nursery and Reception Parents will have a 1-1 face to face meeting with their Class
Teachers.

Transition to Secondary School

The closing date for secondary school applications is 315 October 2025. Can Y6 parents
please make sure they have submitted their form by the closing date. Gateshead
Admissions have informed us that for last year’s intake a number of children across the area
were initially left with no secondary school place, as their parents failed to submit an
application on time. Secondary school places are extremely limited across Gateshead, and it
is essential that parents apply before the closing date.

Please contact Gateshead Admissions Department if you are unsure about this.
https://www.gateshead.gov.uk/article/2797/Secondary-school-admissions-September-2026

Children’s Clothing

As the weather turns colder and wetter, it’s very important that children have a coat in
school - every day. We would be grateful if you could also label the coat and other items
with your child’s name. Coats, jumpers, hats, gloves etc can easily become mixed up and it
is very difficult to sort out if they have no name labels. We thank you for your help with
this.

We continue to hold a stock of ‘donated’ uniform in school. If you need any items, please
ask at Reception and we will do our best to find something suitable.

Our school rules: Be kind...Show Respect...Work Hard.
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Diary Dates for Autumn Term 2025

SEPTEMBER 2025

Tues 9t September

Y3 ‘That History Bloke’
Workshop

Thursday 18t

Y5/6 attend Mass

Corpus Christi

September Church
Friday 19t September Flu Vaccines School Hall
Wednesday 24th Mini Vinnies Coffee Morning School Hall 9am
September All families welcome.
OCTOBER 2025
Thursday 2" October CENSUS Day

Free School Lunch for all

children — Reception to Y6.
Thursday 2" October Y3/4 attend Mass Corpus Christi

Church

Tuesday 14" October

Y5 Autumn Crafts

Shipley Art Gallery

Thursday 16" October

Y1/2 attend Mass

Corpus Christi
Church

Monday 13t October

BOOK LOOK (Y1-Y6)

3.30pm to 5.00pm
Parents welcome into
school to see
children’s work.

Thursday October 23rd

Harvest Mass — Whole School

10.00am in Corpus
Christi Church.
All Families Welcome

Friday 24th October

French Culture Day

Friday 24" October

Last day at school before half term holiday

NOVEMBER 2025

Monday 3rd November

Children return to school after half term holiday

w/c Monday 3@ November

Parent Calls Y1-Y6 (to be
arranged with Class Teachers)

Thursday 6" November

Y5/6 attend Mass

Corpus Christi
Church

Thursday 6" November

Y6 Remembrance Day Crafts

Shipley Art Gallery

Tuesday 11" November

Remembrance Service led by
Y5

10.30am in School
Hall
Y5 Families Welcome

Friday 14" November

Children in Need day

Thursday 20" November

Y3/4 attend Mass

Corpus Christi
Church

Monday 24" November

KS2 Reconciliation Service

Wednesday 26
November

Y5/6 That History Bloke
Anglo Saxon Workshop

Our school rules:
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DECEMBER 2025

Thursday 4th December Y1/2 attend Mass Corpus Christi
Church

Tuesday 9" December KS2 Carol Service 2.00pm in Corpus
Christi Church
All families Welcome

Tuesday 9" December Y1 and Y2 Christmas Crafts Shipley Art Gallery

Wednesday 10*" December | Y3/4 to the Pantomime Tyne Theatre

Cinderella
Thursday 11" December Early Years Nativity Play 9.15am

Nursery and
Reception Families
Welcome
Thursday 11" December KS1 Nativity Play (Y1 and Y2) 10.30am

Y1 and Y2 Families

Welcome

Monday 15" December Early Years Christmas Party
Tuesday 16" December Y3 Christmas Crafts Shipley Art Gallery
Tuesday 16" December KS2 Christmas Disco (Y3,4,5 Times TBC

and 6)
Wednesday 17" December | Christmas Jumper and Crafts

Day

Christmas Dinner Day
Thursday 18" December KS1 Christmas Party (Y1 and 2)
Thursday 18" December | Y4 Christmas Crafts Shipley Art Gallery
Friday 19" December Last day at school before Christmas Holidays.

Our Curriculum — Design & Technology

At Corpus Christi, Design and Technology is a popular curriculum subject, and through our
teaching we aim to encourage our pupils to design and make products that serve a purpose,
and that can solve real and relevant problems within a variety of contexts. We want to make
links with real-life as much as possible, and we give the children opportunities to build on
subject knowledge and skills acquired in Mathematics, English, Science, Computing and Art.

The Design and Technology curriculum is skills based, and every year pupils are given the
opportunity to build on the skills and further develop those learnt in previous years. Much
of our teaching is focused on the Kapow scheme of work. Design and Technology is studied
every week across KS1 and KS2 for half a term, each term, and children in Early Years
participate in_ Expressive Arts and Design, creative activities in their daily provision.

When teaching Design Technology, we believe it is vital that our children are given the
opportunity to work within three main areas of development during each topic:

1. Investigation:
The children explore existing products to gain skills, knowledge and understanding which
can be applied in a design and make assignment. Where possible we will use a hands-on

Our school rules: Be kind...Show Respect...Work Hard.
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approach with real objects to discover how they are constructed and the parts that are
used.

2. Designing and making:
A design and make assignment will provide an opportunity for the children to combine their
skills, knowledge and understanding to develop products that meet a real need.

3. Evaluating:
The children investigate and analyse their own and existing products against a set-criteria

and consider the implication of design in the wider world.

Teachers assess work in Design and Technology by making observations of the children
working during lessons. They record progress made against the learning objectives for a unit
of work. At the end of a unit of work, the children undertake a review of their work that
focuses upon an evaluation of the finished product. They will make suggestions about how
they could improve the designing and making process and discuss any obstacles they
encountered.

Children’s work is celebrated throughout the school on displays, on Seesaw - a digital
platform, and on our school website.

& , u

Our school rules: Be kind...Show Respect...Work Hard.
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Catholic Life

By tradition, the Catholic Church dedicates each month of the year to a certain devotion. The month
of October is dedicated to the holy Rosary, one of the best known of all Catholic devotions. October
includes the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary (October 7). The best way to celebrate the month is, of
course, to pray the Rosary. We will be offering the children opportunities to pray the Rosary
throughout the month.
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We say the Hail Mary regularly in school and all the children are familiar with this traditional
catholic prayer.

Hail Mary
Hail Mary, full of grace.
The Lord is with thee.
Blessed art thou amongst women,
and blessed is the fruit of thy
womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of Gocl,
pray for us sinners, 7
now and at the hour of our death.

Our school rules: Be kind...Show Respect...Work Hard.
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