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Corpus Christi Catholic Primary

‘LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE"... MATTHEW 5

July ‘End of Year’ Newsletter 2025

Dear Families

The ‘end of the year’ is a time for reflection; a time for us to stop and think; it is
also a time for us to say ‘Thank you’ and to celebrate the busy and successful year
we have had. It has been a year of learning, growth and community and we are
truly blessed to be part of a school where faith and education walk hand in hand.

To our wonderful and joyful children: You are a gift to this school. Your talents,
your kindness, your laughter and your willingness to grow in both knowledge and
character are a joy to witness.

To our hardworking and skilled staff: Thank you for your dedication, your
compassion, and your unwavering commitment to nurturing not just minds, but
hearts of our children. You have lived our school values every day.

To our parents and families: Thank you for entrusting your most precious children
to us, your partnership and your support. Together, we have built a community
rooted in faith, love and mutual respect.

As we all move forward into the next academic year, we pray for the courage to
take up the challenges we face in the future and know that God will be with us on
our journey.

To everyone at Corpus Christi... be safe and happy over the holidays. Enjoy the
break and hopefully the good weather will continue...

We look forward to seeing you all again on Tuesday, September 2nd.
Warmest Wishes

Mrs Maxwell and all the staff at Corpus Christi x

Daily School Life

Entrance and Exit to school

From September, there will be some changes to the gates used by each class:

Nursery and Reception will enter and exit school through the Dunsmuir Grove gates.
They will be met by their teachers at 8.40am and finish school at 3.10pm

Our school rules: Be kind...Show Respect...Work Hard.
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Year One and Two will enter and exit school through the Kelvin Grove gates. They
will be met by their teachers at 8.40am and finish school at 3.10pm

Year Three and Four will enter and exit school through the Dunsmuir Grove gates.
They can enter school between 8.50 and 8.55am and will finish school at 3.20pm

Year Five and Six will enter and exit school through the Kelvin Grove gates. They can
enter school between 8.50 and 8.55am and will finish school at 3.20pm

We appreciate your cooperation and support with these arrangements. It is very
important that Junior parents and children stay well back from the gate area until
8.50am in the mornings and 3.20pm in the afternoons to allow safe entry and exit for
our younger children.

Year 6 Play
Last week, Year 6 performed their end of school play entitled ‘Oliver with a Twist’.

They were absolutely fantastic! They have spent weeks learning the lines, songs,
solos and choreography and our audience were blown away. We definitely have
some budding young actors in our midst. A big thank you to Mrs Bonello, who
directed the play and to Mrs Welch who made some of the fantastic costumes. Well
done Year 6.

Gateshead School Sports Award Ceremony

Last week, two of our children attended the Gateshead Schools Sports Partnerships
annual sporting awards ceremony, where they each received a sporting achievement
award.

The event, hosted by the GSSP and special guest Olympic athlete Courtney Orange,
was jam packed with sporting talent. We were very proud to see Violet and Lily from
Year 6, receive the first two awards of the evening.

Violet received her award in the category of ‘excellence’, her video diary
documenting her incredible journey in running really did ‘run away’ with the
competition!

Lily’s award was won in the category of ‘courage’, where Lily’s sporting journey was
shared through the highs and lows. This achievement really celebrated her resilience
and determination.

Well done girls! We are all very proud of your achievements!

Our school rules: Be kind...Show Respect...Work Hard.
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BWCET Celebration of Sport

Our Year 5 pupils had an unforgettable experience at the BWCET Celebration of
Sport, held at Gateshead Stadium last week.

Joining children from all the other schools in our Trust, our pupils took part in an
exciting day packed with energy, fun, and teamwork. The day began with a series of
Athletics events, the children gave it their all in the obstacle course, long jump,
sprint, howler throw and relay. Everyone tried their best, supported one another,
and showed fantastic determination and enthusiasm.

In the Multi Sports activities, pupils developed their football and tennis skills, with a
strong focus on ball control and team work. It was wonderful to see everyone
working together, encouraging each other and building new friendships across
schools.

One of the highlights of the day was learning a full dance routine, which brought
smiles, laughter and a great sense of achievement.

The Celebration of Sport was a brilliant day from start to finish — full of activity,
learning and lots of fun! We are so proud of how our Year 5 pupils represented our
school with confidence, cooperation and enthusiasm.

Our school rules: Be kind...Show Respect...Work Hard.

1222 L2 XX 22 22X XXX 2222 X2 2 X2 X2 2222 X222 2 222X 2222 222222 22 X2 22X 22 XX X2 X 2L 2
1 22 2 X2 2 X2 222X 22X 2222 X2 2 X2 22222222222 22222222 222222 22 X2 2222222 XX 2 2 2

1244444224222 2224244242442 2222224242222 2424242 24



COP0000 0000000000000 000000000000 00909000%90%90%90%90%90

Corpus Christi Catholic Primary

‘LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE"... MATTHEW 5

Athletics Festival 2025

A massive congratulations to our children who attended the Athletics Festival. They
represented Corpus Christi amazingly - competing very well. We arrived back at

school with 5 medalists! ¥ J &

Violet (Y6) achieved Gold in the long jump 8

Sally (Y6) achieved Gold in the 60m sprint 8

Gabriel (Y4) achieved Gold in the three springs jump 8
Doyin (Y4) achieved Silver in the 50m sprint 8

Martyna (Y6) achieved Bronze in the javelin throw W

Our school rules: Be kind...Show Respect...Work Hard.
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Musical Showcase — Y1 and Y3

On Monday, Year 1 and Year 3 put on a musical showcase for their parents and
carers. The children in Year 1 have begun to learn to play the glockenspiel this year
and they did a super version of 'Engine Engine' and 'Baby Shark' for the adults.

Year 3 have moved onto playing the recorder this year and they have started to learn
to read music. They performed a rousing version of 'Pineapples’, and some children
even did a short solo. It was a fabulous concert and we are so proud of the progress
the children have made in music this year.

Year 3 and Year 4 visit the Sculpture Trail

Recently, Year 3 and 4 visited the Sculpture Trail in Saltwell Park. The children
focused their visit on looking at The Language Stone by Gordon Young, Seedling by
Daniel Clahane, Chrysalis by Sam Brewster and Pavilion for Cultural Exchange by
William Pym. The children discussed the materials the sculptures were made from,
and what the theme of each sculpture was.

If you visit Saltwell Park in the summer holidays a fun activity is to follow the trail,

and see how many sculptures you can find. There are also wonderful sculptures in
other areas of Gateshead. We would love to see a photo of you next to a sculpture
on Class Dojo!

Our school rules: Be kind...Show Respect...Work Hard.
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Our Curriculum — Art & Design

At Corpus Christi, Art and Design is a popular curriculum subject, and through our
teaching we aim to help our children to express themselves and develop their
creativity.

The Art and Design curriculum is skills based, and every year pupils are given the
opportunity to build on skills and further develop those learnt in previous years.
Much of our teaching is focussed on the ‘Kapow’ scheme of work. Art is studied
every week across KS1 and KS2 for half a term, each term, and children in Early Years
participate in_Expressive Arts and Design, creative activities in their daily provision.

The children across school develop their skills and confidence through
experimentation with a range of artistic materials and a range of media such as clay,
pencils, charcoal and watercolours. Pupils use their sketch books to experiment and
practise different skill sets. They develop their ideas through experiencing drawing,
painting and sculpting and we endeavour to open their minds to the work of a
variety of artists from different eras. Each topic studied draws influence from an
artist, and children are given the opportunity to imitate and respond to the artist’s
work. This work is also enriched by assemblies, workshops and visits from artists in
school, and class visits to art galleries where appropriate.

We pride ourselves on our partnerships with local outside art organisations such as
the Shipley and Laing Art Galleries, and use these links to further the pupils’ exposure
to the arts. This year, Year 3 have been involved with The Linking Network which
helps schools and communities to develop a positive, cohesive ethos by helping
children to explore identity, celebrate diversity, promote community and champion
equality. The programme was run alongside the local galleries, and our school was
linked with a school in South Shields. As part of the programme the children
engaged in an art workshop in school and at the Shipley Art Gallery. We also look for
opportunities for children to explore art in the local environment such as visiting the
Sculpture trail in Saltwell Park.

Our school rules: Be kind...Show Respect...Work Hard.
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Children’s work is celebrated throughout the school in displays, on Seesaw - a digital
platform, and in annual Art showcases in our school hall. Pupils in Key Stage 2 are
also given the opportunity to attend an after-school Art Club to further develop their skills
and enjoyment of Art.

Catholic Life

At our End of Year Mass, we will be handing out the ‘Faith In Action Awards’ to a very
special group of people. As part of the Mini Vinnies group, they have met regularly to
pray together, reflect together and work on different projects to serve the
community together. They have embarked on a range of projects such as food
collections for the Bensham Food Co-op and Joe’s Place, informative presentations
about caring for the environment and creating prayer cards for the parish
community.

Their individual online portfolios have been moderated and we are so excited for
them to receive their ‘Faith In Action’ PIN badges - they are well deserved! Children
attending Catholic Secondary Schools can choose to continue their Faith In Action

Our school rules: Be kind...Show Respect...Work Hard.
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journey by working towards their Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards. You can read more
about the Mini Vinnies on the school website.
https://corpuschristigateshead.bwcet.com/catholic-life/mini-vinnies/

Any other updates...

Farewell to Year 6

This week, we wave goodbye to our current Year 6 children, as they move to their
new secondary schools in September. They have grown so much since their first
days in school — not just in height, though that’s certainly true for many of them —
but in confidence, kindness and strength of character.

They’ve faced challenges, embraced opportunities, and shown resilience, creativity
and compassion. Whether it was in sporting activities, in the classroom, on stage, or
in the playground, with the younger children — they’ve all made their mark.

We are proud to have taught them here at Corpus Christi and thank their parents
choosing us as their child’s first school. They are a credit to us and their families.

Children, go forward with confidence, pride and excitement. The world is waiting for
you —and it’s very lucky to have you. We are going to miss you...but we can’t wait to
see what you do next! Congratulations and Well Done, Y6.

Our school rules: Be kind...Show Respect...Work Hard.
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A reminder...Teaching Arrangements for September 2025

As you are aware, Mrs Taylor will be ‘seconded’ to another Trust school as Deputy
Head Teacher for the next academic year. This will be a year-long secondment, but
she will continue to work with us one day a week between September and
November. Mr Hudson will move to Year Two and we have employed a new teacher
for Year Four — Miss Morrison —who has been working in our school for the last two
weeks.

Class Teachers will be allocated as follows:
Nursery — Mrs Simpson

Reception — Mrs Clarke

Year One — Miss Henderson

Year Two — Mr Hudson

Year Three — Miss Blackie

Year Four — Miss Morrison

Year Five — Mrs Bonello

Our school rules: Be kind...Show Respect...Work Hard.
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Year Six — Mrs Mason/ Mrs Welch

Miss Dickinson will continue to teach Computing and provide class cover across the
school.

The children have all spent time with their new teachers and in their new classes and
are well prepared for the transition.

Message from our Chair of Governors...

As we come to the end of another successful year at Corpus Christi | just wanted to
say congratulations and thank you to our whole school community for everything
they’ve achieved.

Congratulations to our wonderful children for all of their hard work and
determination to get the best out of every opportunity that comes their way. We are
so proud of not only their test results and achievements (which have been
exceptional) but of their sense of community and friendship, and choosing to live our
school values everyday.

Thank you, as always, to our amazing staff team for all of their hard work to support
and nurture every child they work with. They work tirelessly to provide our young
people with as much enrichment and special opportunities as available, and this
doesn’t go unnoticed.

And thank you to you, our marvellous parents, grandparents, carers and special
grown ups that keep everything ticking along behind the scenes. | know myself that
keeping on top of the day to day demands of having a young child in school can
sometimes feel like a full time job, but you’re continued support for our assemblies,
masses, sporting events and just ensuring that everyone has what they need to help
them thrive throughout their day, is so much appreciated.

| wish everyone a restful summer and plenty of good weather to enjoy, and look
forward to seeing what our next school year will bring.

Julie Robinson

Chair of Governors

Our school rules: Be kind...Show Respect...Work Hard.
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July 2025

Thursday 17t July | Last day of Summer Term. |
Friday 18t July INSET Day. Children not in school.

Monday 215t July to Friday 29t" August. Summer Holidays
Monday 15t September INSET Day. Children not in school
Children return to school on Tuesday 2" September

Our school rules: Be kind...Show Respect...Work Hard.
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