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Dear Families 

This is a very short half term – only four weeks long!  We have one 

more week in school until our half term break.  At last, the 

weather is getting warmer.  Please make sure your child is 

suitably dressed for hot days and apply sun cream in the 

morning, before they come to school.  Take a look at our list of 

dates at the end of the newsletter so you know when summer 

events will be occurring.   

Just a reminder that I am always happy to speak to parents and 

willing to listen to any concerns you may have.  However, there 

will be times that I already have pre planned commitments – if 

this happens, please drop me an email or speak to the school office 

who will be very happy to make you an appointment.   

Warmest Wishes 

Mrs Maxwell and all the staff at Corpus Christi x  

Daily School Life 

Y6 Tests 

This week our Y6 children completed their Key Stage 2 National Curriculum Tests – 
commonly known as SATs.  These tests are given to all Year 6 children in England at the end 
of their primary school education and are used to assess children's abilities in English and 
Maths, providing information about their progress and attainment.  Our children were all 
very well prepared for these tests, by the staff in school and support at home from their 
families, and were not at all phased by them.  Everyone worked through each test calmly 
and confidently.  It was very impressive to observe their resilience and knowledge.   

We are very proud of our Y6 children and are sure that they have achieved highly.  Results 
will be available on Tuesday 8th July.     

School Uniform 

Just a few reminders regarding our School Uniform policy: 

May Newsletter 2025  
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• No jewellery should be worn 

• Long hair should be tied up. 

• Black trainers for PE 

• Shorts or joggers for PE NOT leggings.   

Thank you for your support with this.  

Safeguarding at Corpus Christi  

Safeguarding the children in our care is of the highest priority and procedures in school are 
essential for keeping children safe.  

All schools must have the following:  

• whole-school policies and procedures 

• staff confident in identifying and raising concerns 

• leadership confident in responding to and referring concerns 

and working with other agencies to protect children 

• teaching resources to promote wellbeing. 

Our Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Maxwell.  You can speak to her by phone, email, make 

an appointment through the school office, or catch her on the school gates every morning.  We 

also have three Deputy Safeguarding Leads: Mrs Taylor (Pastoral Lead), Mrs Lilley (SENDCO) and 

Jan Gurkin, our Family Support Worker. However, safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility and 

all staff have a duty to report any concerns.  Staff receive ongoing training throughout the year 

on key areas affecting children.  We also have a termly visit from a Safeguarding Consultant, 

who audits our provision and identifies any future improvements or training needs.  

Packed Lunches  

  

1. Main Part - Base the main item on foods like bread, rice, pasta and potatoes. 
Choose wholegrain where you can. 

Lots of children bring a packed lunch to 
school.  It’s important that they have a 
nutritious lunch to keep them fit and 
well and help them to concentrate in the 
afternoon.   

The NHS gives us the following advice for 
preparing packed lunches: 
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2. Cut back on fat - Pick lower-fat fillings – like lean meats (including chicken or 
turkey), fish (such as tuna or salmon), lower-fat spread, reduced-fat cream 
cheese and reduced-fat hard cheese.  

3. Add vegetables - Cherry tomatoes, or sticks of carrot, cucumber, celery and 
peppers all count towards their 5 A Day.  

4. Cut down on crisps - If your child really likes their crisps try reducing the 
number of times you include them in their lunchbox, and swap for homemade 
plain popcorn or plain rice cakes instead. 

5. Add bite-sized fruit - Try chopped apple, peeled satsuma segments, 
strawberries, blueberries, halved grapes or melon slices to make it easier for 
them to eat. 

6. Switch the sweets - Swap cakes, chocolate, cereal bars and biscuits for malt 
loaf, fruited teacakes, fruit breads or fruit (fresh, dried or tinned – in juice not 
syrup). 

7. Yoghurts: go low-fat and lower-sugar - Pop in low-fat and lower-sugar 
yoghurts or fromage frais and add your own fruit 

Please do not add sweets or chocolate bars to your child’s packed lunch.  

Remember…we are a ‘nut free’ school.  

If you send a flask or container to school, please show your child how to open and 
close this container themselves.  If needed, you must also provide cutlery, as they are 
not able to use cutlery allocated for school dinners.    

There are some more helpful hints and recipes on this website - 
https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes/ 

Our Curriculum – Religious Education 

In a Catholic school, all children are invited to meet Jesus Christ at the centre of their studies 
in Religious Education. The aim is that they will learn about the Catholic faith in a way that 
respects their own religious identity. In addition to being confident in their own religion, we 
want them to be knowledgeable and respectful of other faiths. 

In July 2023, the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales published a new Religious 
Education Directory called ‘To know you more clearly’.  

A group of experts from the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle are working on a new and 
exciting resource for all Catholic Schools within the Diocese to use to deliver Religious 
Education teaching. Although we will not start using the new resource until September 
2026, we will be taking part in a trial of some of the resources in the near future. Staff have 
also begun training using the new materials and are excited about its contents. 

There is a strong emphasis on Scripture in the new curriculum; we have ordered copies of 
the Catholic Bible (English Standard Version – Catholic Edition) to be used in all classes.  

https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes/
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We would like to thank the SVP at Corpus Christi Church who kindly donated some money 
to us which was used to purchase some of the Bibles. 

Catholic Life 

Jubilee 2025 – Pilgrims of Hope 

As we continue to journey through the Jubilee Year as Pilgrims of Hope, Year 3 led a 
Celebration of the Word on the theme of ‘Taking Hope Home’. The children promised to be 
pilgrims who go out and proclaim the good news to others. In the Celebration of the Word, 
the children listened to the Gospel of Luke 4: 1 4 -21. 
They agreed to follow the mission of creating a world of 
justice, peace and love. Going forth, the children took a 
booklet home to share with their parents, carers and 
families. They ended with an uplifting hymn called, 
‘Give Us hope, O Lord’ all about being Pilgrims of Hope.  

The next Celebration of the Word for parents will be for 
Year 1 parents on Tuesday 20th May on the theme of 
‘Signs of Hope’. 

Letting our lights shine 

Our school community ‘let their lights shine’ brightly during Lent. The Mini Vinnies 
organised a collection of donations of tinned foods and Easter Eggs. We had a fantastic 
response to our appeal. Donations were shared between the Bensham Food Co-Op at 
Corpus Christi church and Joe’s Place. 

We also raised £182.95 from our various Lenten 
fundraising activities such as the Easter Bonnet 
competition and an Easter Egg Raffle; this money has 
been donated to the Little Sisters of the Poor Appeal. You 
can read more about this appeal 
here: https://diocesehn.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2025/05/LSOP-Diocesan-Website-
Appeal-April-2025.pdf 

We all thoroughly enjoyed taking part in The Big Lent Walk for CAFOD – it was great to be 
out in nature and walking collectively for a wonderful cause. As a result of your generosity, 
we raised £200 for CAFOD. 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdiocesehn.org.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F05%2FLSOP-Diocesan-Website-Appeal-April-2025.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ccmaxwell%40ccpg.bwcet.com%7C96a2ad6babad406cfc6308dd9165b350%7Cdc2301ac9dcf41af92b86eead97a5fa4%7C0%7C0%7C638826588178057805%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C4000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hS%2BD5M6iOkMJq3aoJQFbseQpdKM%2FGPzS2a6LjI98NCg%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdiocesehn.org.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F05%2FLSOP-Diocesan-Website-Appeal-April-2025.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ccmaxwell%40ccpg.bwcet.com%7C96a2ad6babad406cfc6308dd9165b350%7Cdc2301ac9dcf41af92b86eead97a5fa4%7C0%7C0%7C638826588178057805%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C4000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hS%2BD5M6iOkMJq3aoJQFbseQpdKM%2FGPzS2a6LjI98NCg%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdiocesehn.org.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2025%2F05%2FLSOP-Diocesan-Website-Appeal-April-2025.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ccmaxwell%40ccpg.bwcet.com%7C96a2ad6babad406cfc6308dd9165b350%7Cdc2301ac9dcf41af92b86eead97a5fa4%7C0%7C0%7C638826588178057805%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C4000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hS%2BD5M6iOkMJq3aoJQFbseQpdKM%2FGPzS2a6LjI98NCg%3D&reserved=0
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Blessed Carlo Acutis 

We were honoured to have the relic of the 
Blessed Carlo Acutis in our Diocese recently. Mrs 
Maxwell and Mrs Taylor were fortunate enough 
to take a small group of children to a service at St. 
Bede’s, Lanchester. The service was extremely 
powerful and a wonderful opportunity to gather 
with other schools in the Bishop Wilkinson 
Catholic Education Trust. 

Any other updates… 

Appointment of new Deputy Head Teacher 

Following a rigorous recruitment process, we are very pleased to announce that we have 
appointed Mrs Mason as our new Deputy Head Teacher.   

Mrs Mason is well prepared for leadership, having successfully completed an ‘NPQ in Senior 
leadership’ in 2023/24 and the ‘Aspiring Deputy Head’ programme in 2024/25.  She is 
currently our Y6 Teacher, as well as KS2 and Maths Lead Teacher.  Mrs Mason will take up 
this post from September.    

A new baby… 

We are thrilled to let you know that Mrs Evans (Early Years) is expecting her first baby at the 
end of August.  Mrs Evans will still be working with us until the end of the school year and 
will then begin her maternity leave in September.  We send our best wishes to both Mr and 
Mrs Evans for the exciting times ahead… 

Vacancies 

We are currently seeking to recruit two nurturing, enthusiastic and highly motivated Level 3 
Teaching Assistants to work alongside Class Teachers in Early Years and KS1.  One post is 
temporary and one is permanent.  You will find more information about these posts on the 
North East Job’s website.     

https://www.northeastjobs.org.uk/job/Level_3_Teaching_Assistant/279699 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY… 
w/c Monday May 12th  Y6 KS2 National Curriculum Tests  

w/c May 19th  Careers Week 

Wednesday 21st May Cultural Diversity Day 

https://www.northeastjobs.org.uk/job/Level_3_Teaching_Assistant/279699
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Thursday 22nd May  Y5/6 AI Teachable Machines Workshop 

Friday 23rd May  KS2 Fun Run in Saltwell Park  

Friday 23rd May  Whole School Buddhism Assembly 

Monday 26th May to Friday 30th May – Spring Half Term Holiday.  Children 
return to school on Monday 2nd June.  

June 2025  

Wednesday 4th June  Photographer in school.   

Thursday 19th June  Feast of Corpus Christi 
Whole School attend Mass.  

 

Monday June 23rd  SPORTS DAY Y1 to Y6 
Saltwell Park  

All families 
welcome  

Wednesday 25th June  Y6 Primary festival day at the 
Youth Village.  

 

Thursday 26th June  Early Years Sports Day  Early Years 
Families 
welcome. 

Thursday 26th June  Y3 Shipley Art Gallery Linking 
Project. 

 

Friday 27th June  Jubilee Day – Pilgrims of Hope   

Friday 27th June  KS2 Athletics Festival.  

July 2025 

Thursday 3rd July BWCET Celebration of Sport for Y5 Gateshead 
Athletics 
Stadium 

Monday 7th July  Y6 Play in a Day   

Monday 7th July Y3/4 Summer Event in Saltwell 
Park. 

 

Thursday 10th July  Y4 Samba Drumming Performance  Y4 Families 
welcome.  

Friday 11th July  Y6 Leavers’ Play  Y6 Families 
welcome. 

Monday 14th July Y1 and Y3 Music Sharing 
Performance.  2.45  

Y1/Y3 
Families 
welcome  

Wednesday 16th July  End of Year Whole School Mass All welcome  

Thursday 17th July Last day of Summer Term.   

Friday 18th July INSET Day.  Children not in school. 

Monday 21st July to Friday 29th August.  Summer Holidays  

Monday 1st September INSET Day. Children not in school  

Children return to school on Tuesday 2nd September  
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Pope Leo XIV 

A new Pope has been 
announced.   
 
Cardinal Robert Prevos will 
be the 267th Pope, becoming 
the head of the worldwide 
Catholic Church and the first 
ever North American Pope 
in history.   
 
He will be called Pope Leo 
XIV. 
  

 

Please find below a link to further resources from Mission Together.  ‘The Pope and the 
Catholic Church’.   The resource explains the role of the Pope, the structure, and the 
mission of the Church  https://missiontogether.org.uk/globalchurch/   

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmissiontogether.org.uk%2Fglobalchurch%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccmaxwell%40ccpg.bwcet.com%7C4b49704c5c0c4c28ab1608dd8f0ad7cc%7Cdc2301ac9dcf41af92b86eead97a5fa4%7C0%7C0%7C638823999133916887%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C4000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jU5rRU0lPjGwlZEJgqHwabvB5baU3enPBpHUASa80LE%3D&reserved=0
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A prayer for the new Pope. 

God in Heaven 

Hear our prayers for the new Pope, Leo XIV. 

May he be a messenger of hope and peace to the Church and the world for many years to 
come. 

Give him the wisdom and courage to lead your people and help us to listen to him 
carefully. 

Amen 

Here is a selection of photos of recent trips/events and activities that our children have 
enjoyed …take a look at the class pages on our website to see more.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception Class visited Whitehouse 

Farm 

Year 2 visited 

Beamish Museum 

Nursery class 

learnt about 

‘Growing’. 

Reception Class learnt how to look after their teeth.  
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Year 4 conducted an investigation into 

Evaporation in their Science lessons.  

Year 6 went on their residential to Robinwood 

Activity Centre  
Year 3 enjoyed a workshop on Ancient Greece. 

Year 5 shared their musical skills at a 

performance for families.  

Year 1 practised their measuring skills 

in Maths.  

Year 5 showed off their musical skills in front of their families.  


